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connectivity for countless businesses. Resi-
dents are now organizing to expand this net-
work for fiber-to-the-home offerings.

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 1631 and urge the House to
pass this legislation swiftly.

———

HONORING MEDFORD LEAS ON
THEIR FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY

HON. ANDY KIM

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 11, 2021

Mr. KIM of New Jersey. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to congratulate Medford Leas on
their fiftieth anniversary. Medford Leas is a
continuing retirement community with the mis-
sion of creating and advancing individual and
community well-being for people aged 55
years and older.

For the past five decades, Medford Leas
has provided valued high quality residential
and healthcare services to older adults. From
the conversations | have had with Medford
Leas residents, | know Medford Leas lives up
to its mission.

On Medford Leas fiftieth anniversary, | ex-
tend my best wishes to staff and residents of
the Medford Leas community.

——————

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF
MS. BONNIE BRUESHOFF

HON. ANGIE CRAIG

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 11, 2021

Ms. CRAIG. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the career of Ms. Bonnie Brueshoff, Di-
rector for the Dakota County Public Health De-
partment located in West St. Paul, Minnesota,
who is retiring after 27 years of service and
dedication to the public health efforts of Min-
nesota.

Throughout her career, Ms. Brueshoff exhib-
ited a commitment to bettering our community
by chairing numerous health official boards,
such as the National Association of County
and City Health Officials. Time and time again,
she contributed her expertise on both a state
and national level to molding the next genera-
tion of public health practitioners. With her
leadership, in 2019, the Dakota County Public
Health Department was nationally recognized
for its innovative initiatives to promote health
awareness in our state.

As we continue to persevere through these
unprecedented times, we must never forget to
recognize our heroes at the forefront of the
fight against COVID-19. Ms. Brueshoff, along-
side so many others, exemplifies the true
meaning of public service in the realm of civic
wellness. Her career is a testament to the
character of our district and our determination
to assist those in need.

| rise on behalf of the 2nd Congressional
district of Minnesota, expressing my deepest
gratitude to her commitment to the health of
our community. She created a legacy | know
many hope to emulate. | congratulate Ms.
Brueshoff for her many years of leadership
and wish her the best as she embarks on her
well-deserved retirement.
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HONORING HOWELL HIGH SCHOOL
SENIOR SURVIVORS

HON. ELISSA SLOTKIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 11, 2021

Ms. SLOTKIN. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the 16 graduating seniors from
Howell High School who recently participated
as contestants in the 14th annual “Senior Sur-
vivor” fundraiser.

I'm thrilled to honor Gage Altrock, Felicia
Berendt, Nicole Caudy, Jackson Dukes, Lucas
Gonzalez, Olivia Gray, Alyssa Johnson, David
Johnston, Julia Jolly, Ryan Lane, Danny
Maura, Zach Metz, Taylor Newstead, Alaina
Schrock, and Molly Tucker—as well as the
winner of this year’s Senior Survivor: Morgan
Pasini.

For a full week, these students lived at
Howell High, collecting money and competing
against each other in reward and immunity
challenges that included scavenger hunts, triv-
ia challenges, and cake-baking contests. This
year's Senior Survivors were put to the test—
not just to prove who could outwit, outlast, and
outplay their fellow competitors—but also by
the extraordinary circumstances they each
have faced in adapting to a school year af-
fected by COVID-19.

Each Senior Survivor was supported by a
Junior Survivor from the 5th grade classes at
Howell’s elementary schools. These Junior
Survivors led a coin drive in their schools to
benefit their respective seniors.

Together, Howell students raised a whop-
ping $220,427—which will go towards building
an inclusive playground for children of all abili-
ties at Genoa Township Park.

This playground, which will be named the
Senior Survivor Playground, will let kids play
together in a natural environment in order to
develop physical, imagination, and problem-
solving skills through self-directed play. To-
gether with its nationally-recognized Unified
Sports program, it's just one more example of
the Howell community’s steadfast commitment
to including students with disabilities and spe-
cial needs.

None of it could have been possible without
the 16 seniors who came together to raise
money for a noble cause. Over the years,
Senior Survivors have raised more than
$760,000 for various charities. It is why | have
the great privilege of recognizing them on the
floor of the People’s House—so that their self-
less service to others may be forever known.

HONORING ASCENSION MATA, SR.

HON. FILEMON VELA

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 11, 2021

Mr. VELA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
extend my sincerest congratulations to Mr.
Ascencion Mata, Sr., who celebrates his 100th
birthday on Wednesday, May 12, 2021.

Ascencion Mata, Sr. was born in 1921, in
San Benito, Texas, the eighth child of the late
Manuel and Isidora Mata. Ascension’s parents
instilled in him the values of religious devotion,
honesty, resilience, and hard work at a young
age, and his resilience pushed him to travel
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four miles every day to attend Sebastian Ele-
mentary School. While the pursuit of knowl-
edge has always been a priority for Ascencion
and his family, he was only able to receive a
second-grade education. Although his aca-
demic time was cut short, his hardworking
mindset propelled him forward as he spent his
childhood on the farm and in the fields with his
father to help provide for his family.

In 1937, when Ascencion was just sixteen
years old, his father passed away, leaving his
mother a widow and sole provider for him and
his seven siblings. Ascencion continued to
work to ensure his family persevered.

Ascencion married the love of his life, Eloise
De La Rosa, in 1942. They were faithfully
married for 53 years until Eloise’s passing in
2003. Over the years, they were blessed with
six children: Ascencion Mata Jr., Vincente
Mata, Guadalupe Mata, Celia Mata Delgado,
Roberto Mata, and Janie Linda Mata Cantu;
seven grandchildren; and eight great-grand-
children. As doting parents, Ascencion and
Eloise created a nurturing environment built on
a solid faith in their love for God that would
become the moral foundation for their children,
grandchildren, and a host of other family
members throughout their lives.

In addition to being a committed family man,
Ascencion is also a proud Veteran who served
his country during World War II. After he was
drafted, he was assigned to an Army base in
Salt Lake City, Utah where he spent one
month in basic training. He was then assigned
to an Army base in Lincoln, Nebraska, where
he received an additional eight months of
training. After completion of his training
Ascencion was sent to New York, where he
was preparing to sail overseas to join the
Armed Forces in Germany. However, on No-
vember 9, 1943, Ascencion was honorably
discharged from the United Stated Army be-
cause he did not meet the Army’s education
requirement, which at the time was a sixth-
grade education level. After he was dis-
charged, Ascencion returned to his home in
Sebastian, TX where he worked various jobs
including managing a field crew, working at
Alberti's Seafood Packing shed in Harlingen,
Texas for about 12 years, and at La Feria
Water Irrigation District for many years until
his retirement. During that time, he purchased
20 acres of land near Santa Rosa, TX, that he
and his family used to cultivate cotton and sor-
ghum crops.

Today, Ascencion lives near Sebastian,
where he continues to uphold the same values
of resilience, faith, honesty, and hard work
that have allowed him to live a long and ful-
filling life with his family.

| ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Ascencion Mata, Sr., on 100 years of
life, service, and dedication to his community
and country, and wish him continued happi-
ness surrounded by loved ones.

———
IN RECOGNITION OF THE LIFE
AND SERVICE OF  WILLIAM

HENRY LAWSON
HON. BRETT GUTHRIE

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 11, 2021

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the life and service of William
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